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with obsolete weapons and sand-loaded shells, at
prices which left both parties equally well satisfied.
Nor was this state of affairs in a way altered by the
exposure of its rottenness in 1894. On the contrary,
as the mandarins5 regular sources of revenue came
to be curtailed by the incidence of the war indemnity.,
their proceedings became infected with an apres nous
k deluge recklessness, and the trade in arms flourished
in proportion to their increasing necessities and
rapacity. Chihli, as usual, led the way, by mortgaging
the country's dwindling credit in heavy purchases
of miscellaneous artillery and rifles of half a dozen
different patterns. Thus, at Hsiku arsenal alone,
in 1900, the allies found and seized an accumulation
of unused war material valued at over two million
sterling, which had been bought, not because the army
needed it, but because the officials wanted the per-
quisites and pickings of these transactions.

At the time of the war with France, the part played
by Li Hung-chang was less military than political
and diplomatic. In discussing its events and results
he generally allowed it to be understood that the
successes of the French were chiefly due to ignorance
of the art of war on the part of the Governor of
Kwangsi, thereby implying that a very different state
of affairs existed in the enlightened district under
his own administration. His views on this subject
were no doubt to some extent sincere, but they were
also partly inspired by his calculated policy of creating
an impression of strength as the next best thing to
possessing an effective organisation of defence. In
discussing the situation and his own plans with The
Times correspondent at Tientsin in May, 1884, he
repeatedly expressed the hope that Europe would